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The Story on Page 2 



A FREIGHT DELIVERY 

AT IVESVILLE                                              
(See front cover illustration) 

By John Gray I-6662 
 
This is a reprint of a cover used in the Sept 2011 
publication that has been colorized  
 

It’s early morning, and the 6:55 a.m. freight 

delivery at Ivesville has just arrived, on time, but 

then, all IVES trains are on time.  When has the 

IVES No. 40 cast iron steam locomotive, with its 

freight consist, (ever) not been on time? 

The timely IVES No. 115 freight station typifies 

an early 20th Century, small-town, depot.  The 

station master, standing on the loading 

platform, is engaged in lively conversation with 

the locomotive’s engineer, while inside, as can 

be seen through the station windows, a worker 

prepares the freight cartons scheduled for 

shipment. 

The scene is typical of rural America, when little 

communities everywhere depended solely upon 

the nation’s railways for the movement of goods 

and mail, not to mention the traveling public. 

Like no other toy manufacturer of its time, IVES 

accurately and charmingly reflected these trends 

in their toy trains and lineside items. 

President’s Column                              

by:  Don Lewis 
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    Greyhound set with Southern Pacific Plates  - May 3rd 

As seen and reprinted from the Facebook group “The Ives Trains Society Virtual Show & Tell “  on 5/26/2022      

Several weeks ago I posted some pictures of a Greyhound set with Southern Pacific plates. The only 

other 0 gauge set that can be found with Southern Pacific plates is shown below; set 503 "The Ives 

Limited". All Southern Pacific sets were sold out on the West Coast, probably from the San Francisco 

showroom only. The set below came in the original box and as you can see the only difference from 

the cataloged sets were the plates.....    Dave McEntarfer  

IVES                                                            

Southern Pacific  

-3- 



As seen and reprinted from the Facebook group “The Ives Trains Society Virtual Show & Tell “  on 6/5 and 6/6 2022 

Comments by Dave McEntarfer: 

To the best of my knowledge Ives didn't make any 1 gauge bridges until 1908, the large 1 gauge double bridge (99 -1) was not 

shown in the catalog until 1911. The first two pictures are what the large double bridge looked like prior to 1911, the last 2 

show a post 1911 1 gauge double bridge and the same bridge in wide gauge.    

Below: One of my favorite trackside accessories is the 109 double semaphore. First 
shown in the 1905 catalog, probably only available for 3 years, the 3rd photograph shows the updated version 

Above: Early one gauge bridge with   

unusual cross bracing  on top spans 
Above: One gauge  bridge post 1911 

Above: Wide gauge bridge 
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As seen and reprinted from the Facebook group “The Ives Trains Society Virtual Show & Tell “  on 6/17/2022 

Comments by Dave McEntarfer: Another very early Ives operating accessory is the lift bridge which was first shown in the 

1905 catalog and lasted 7 years until 1911. The operator had to lift the bridge by hand, there was a trip in the approach that 

when the train hit it, the bridge section dropped down. For some reason Ives in 1929 under Lionel/Flyer ownership resurrected 

it as the 90 'drop bridge'. Both early lithographed one and the later cardinal red version are hard to find.  
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As seen and reprinted from the Facebook group “The Ives Trains Society Virtual Show & Tell “  on 6/13/2022 

Comments by Dave McEntarfer: One of the really neat Ives accessories is the drop gate. The little crank in the house lifted 

the crossing gate. A track trip on the front caused the gate to drop when the train hit it. This one is an early example for        

clockwork trains around 1906. Ives continued to make these right up until 1920 selling painted electric versions after 1910.  

See actual patent application 

on next page 
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Ives Factory locations  

Plymouth Connecticut the “Shed” 

Below left: The “Shed” behind Riley Ives House in Plymouth CT. thought to be the first original Ives factory. Further study 
showed that the factory on Maple Street, now Maple Avenue in Plymouth, was the original shop directly connected to the 
business in Bridgeport.  Mr. Louis Hertz is on the left and Mr. Wadsworth of Ives (Harry Ives Son) is pictured on the right. 

Riley Ives House 

Left: Ives early ad of hot air toys were made in the “Shed”  located behind the 
“Riley Ives House”, and at several other locations as well. This toy ad is dated 
1870  and is signed by Cornelius Blakeslee and Edward Ives.  

Above: The 1927 drawing is the “Shed” that led to the business that       
Edward Ives started which eventually led him in 1870 to a larger        
factory in Bridgeport Connecticut. The shed in the drawing had several 
locations in Plymouth according to the information written in Messrs. 
Ives Of Bridgeport by Louis Hertz.  “The first original factory of the     
Edward Ives toy business was located on the North East side of Maple 
Street (now Maple avenue) just East of the Blakeslee house .            

“Shed” behind the Riley Ives House. 
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The picture below depicts the approximate location of 
the “Shed” on the North East side of Maple Ave. Then it was moved to the North West Side shown here. 

It was then  moved again presumably around the time Edward Ives left to start his business in Bridgeport 
CT.. After which the building was eventually demolished sometime in the mid 1930’s. 

OTHER IVES FACTORIES IN PLYMOUTH, CONNECTED TO IVES TOY PRODUCTION 

Below: The Joel Blakeslee Carriage shop located on Maple 
Street. It is not known if toys were ever made there. In 
close vicinity to the original Ives Shed/Barn shown on the 
previous page.  Right: Close up of plaque on the Blakeslee 
Carriage Shop, “1790 Ives Toy Factory.” 

Below: This location is also believed to be connected to Ives toy      
production, the red  Barn/Shed known as “The Toy Shop”, is located     
behind this house at 716 Main Street (below right). It is also connect-
ed to Ives Early toy manufacture.  
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Below: The Grange Hall which once stood near the Blakeslee 
carriage shop. The Grange hall was moved to 694 Main Street, 
Plymouth CT. where it remains today. 

Below: Ives first factory location in Bridgeport Connecticut                                           
No. 19 Water Street in a drawing 1871 to 1874. 

The Ives Blakeslee & Co. letterhead 
showing the   address No.19 Water 

Street, dated December 7th1874. 
Below: In 1875 Ives Blakeslee shows an address of No.239 Water 
Street. There is no known picture or drawing of that factory/
building. Then Ives  moved to the Rail Road Ave. location in 
1876,the Bridgeport directory ad shown below. 

Below: From 1876 to 1897 Ives Blakeslee & CO/Ives Blakeslee &   
Williams rented a factory building located at No. 66 Railroad Ave. at 
the corner of Broad Street. Here is a newly discovered photograph of 
the building. My hypothesis on this photograph is that it was taken in 
1905 or thereafter as I can see the Rail Road tracks are elevated,
(Bottom left). The Bullard Co. moved into this building in 1880 and 
shared the building with Ives. The tracks in Bridgeport were elevated 
in 1905. When this picture was taken, Ives had moved and was then 
operating at #1047 John Street in the Gates Building 1901 to 1906. 

Below: Ives Blakeslee & Williams drawing of factory in 1890`s. 

Below: In 1898 Ives relocated once again into the Hotchkiss 
building on South Ave. until December 22nd, 1900, the site of 
the disastrous fire, that destroyed all the Ives files and catalogs. 
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Below: The map location for the Hotchkiss building. 

Right: letterhead for the HD.Gates carriage shop, and  maps of the location, 
which The  Ives  worked out of as previously stated from 1901 to 1906. 

Below: Map location of Gates building location. 

Gates location as it looks from John Street today. 

Below: The Ives Holland Avenue Factory, completed in 1907, as 
shown in the book “Made in the Ives Shops” by Don  Lewis Below: The site of where the Ives Holland Avenue factory    

once stood, as it looks today.  
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KEY SOCIETY 

POINTS OF 

CONTACT 

 

 

Donald J. Lewis, President 
35 Harwood Drive 
Danbury CT 06810 
(203) 792-5090  
(203) 417- 7783 (Cell) 
dorfan@comcast.net 

 

David McEntarfer 
Director 
Membership Chairman 
PO Box 72 
Forestville, NY 14062 
(716) 679-5782  

Martin Fasack 
Director/Tracks Editor 
PO Box 937 
Plandome, NY 11030 
(516) 680-2557 
Fax (516) 627-6632 
fasttrack@rcn.com 

 
The IVES Train Society publishes “Tracks” 3 times per year and its publication TIES once per year.  
The IVES Train Society copyrights all material. No part of this publication or format may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and 
recording, for any purpose without the express written permission of the President.  Neither the IVES 
Train Society nor the Editor is responsible for content of articles nor is the quality of items offered or 
reviewed guaranteed or warranted by the IVES Train Society.  Information published herein is with 
written approval.  WEB SITE: www.ivestrains.org - Also visit the IVES train society on Facebook  
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