
 
 
Donald J. Lewis  
President 
 
 
 
Directors 
 
Dave Bashline 

 

John Basile 

  

Rod Cornell 
 

Martin Fasack  
 

Dave McEntarfer             
 

Jeff Stedge 
 

 
 
 

  
TIES Editor 
John Basile 
 
 
TRACKS Editor 
Martin Fasack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IVES 

The Story on Page 2 



The American Railway 

Signalman by:  John Gray 1-6662                      

(see cover illustration) 

During the early history of the American railroad system, 

signalmen using various types of flags and lanterns worked 

the numerous and massive rail and freight yards, and 

switching depots, across the nation, signaling day and 

night to locomotive engineers and operators about the 

safe movement of their trains through and around the 

facilities.   

When certain signals were sent by the signalman, 

locomotive engineers would know what movements and 

directions to take to avoid any collisions or accidents while 

in the facility.  

As indicated on the front page illustration, when the 

signalman raised and lowered the lamp vertically, it was 

an indication to move ahead. A lamp swung across the 

track was the signal to stop.  A lamp swung vertically in a 

circle, when the train was standing, was the signal to 

move back. A lamp swung vertically in a circle at arm’s 

length across the track was the signal that the train had 

departed. These measures, plus other complex steps, were 

taken to prevent any delays or collisions, protecting 

passengers and freight from untimely incidents or loss. 

And, of course, any father’s son who was fortunate 

enough to own an IVES MINIATURE RAILWAY SYSTEM 

would likewise take certain measure to protect his 

operations from rail mishaps in much the same way.  

Operating his tiny railroad empire would involve special 

care and expertise in safeguarding the smooth and timely 

running of his IVES SYSTEM. And being both engineer and 

signalman of his own railroad would require vigilance and 

caution in its operation.  In his mind he would have 

imaginary signalman, just as in the real railroads, closely 

watch the movements of his trains, back and forth across 

his layout, protecting against and collisions or accidents.  

How wonderful to spend a little time in a young boys 

imagination, or in an adult’s for that fact, while he’s 

operating his IVES miniature railroad empire.  It was 

indeed another world and another time! 

   

 

                                    

President’s Column       

by:  Don Lewis 
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Comments by Dave McEntarfer:  The observation has cast wheels, the stamping on the box does look 
like they added the BLACK after the fact, not sure why the pullmans were marked with an "X".  

As seen and reprinted from the Facebook group “The Ives Trains Society Virtual Show & Tell “  on 8/18/2022 

Comments by Dave McEntarfer: In 1930 Ives cataloged this set as the Columbian, this was the 0 gauge version of the big 

Olympian Set. What's interesting with this set is that it is in Like New condition and each piece still has it's original box, box 

liner and cardboard cradle that it was originally packaged in. Just like the day it was sold  

Comments by Doug Prendeville: interesting that the   
observation box has different stamping and no x on 
the box.  I can’t see in the pictures but does the    
observation have cast wheels? 

BLACK 
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Comments from Dave McEntarfer: Right: This is another 
boxed Columbian Set that I got from the original owner 
who claimed it was purchased in the Wanamaker Philly 
store. The box just has the number stamped on it and the 
cars are 1928 versions in a 1930 box properly stamped with 
the 1928 numbers? These cars have tin wheels.  

Comments from Doug Prendeville: I think “x” marked on 
boxes is cast wheels.  Dave, your thoughts or observations  

 

Bottom: here's a 1930 Black Diamond. The cars have cast 
wheels, two of the boxes have an "X" written in pencil, 
hard to tell on the third.  

“X” hand written on box  

Comments by Dave McEntarfer: Right: 1929 Black Diamond 
boxes, the cars have tin wheels and the tender has cast 
wheels (it's marked with an "X"). Seems to me all the tender 
boxes I have are marked with an "X" and they always have 
cast wheels.  

Comments by Doug Prendeville:  Below: similar set with 
boxes that do not have “x” and have tin wheels 
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Comments by Doug Prendeville: Right: This 3255 set has 
cars with cast wheels with “x” on car boxes. 

Comments by Dave McEntarfer:  Below: This is the 1928 
version cataloged as the Oriole Set. This one is also like 
new, 1928 sets didn't have internal boxes, cars were just 
separated by cardboard strips. Note that these cars are all 
orange (it's a lighter orange) and this particular set has 
blank number plates.  

As seen and reprinted from the Facebook group “The Ives Trains Society Virtual Show & Tell “  on 8/20/2022 

Comments by Bob Obara:  Many many years ago an antique dealer called me after picking up this Ives set. Naturally I pur-

chased it for a large sum at the time of $600. I’m assuming that it left the Ives factory as a set. My guess is this is from ear-

ly 1910 due to the red plated 17 loco.          Comments by Dave McEntarfer:  Those bronze trucks also say 1019.  

Comments by Bob Obara;  Below:  Here’s 3 additional different casting variations for the red plated loco. Going left to right 
the first 2 have different steam chests and the last has a shorter casting.  
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As seen and reprinted from the Facebook group “The Ives Trains Society Virtual Show & Tell “  on 12/11/2022 

Comments by Dave McEntarfer: 

This a great photo and historically significant. First of all it's dated on the back Dec. 25th 1905. The centerpiece 

being a top of the line Ives clockwork set. We assume the set was new at that time as it shows a 4 band 25 

(which wasn't cataloged until 1906) with a No 11 tender (maybe the new 4 wheel 25 tender wasn't available yet) 

pulling two inboard cars with painted roofs that have to be red.  

Comments by Mark Tobias: 

May be a pre production piece. Often Lionel catalogs shows mock-ups as print deadlines were ahead of produc-

tion..??? 
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VERY EARLY IVES 

Comments by Don Fried: Being that this is an Ives blog I suppose 
you're saying it's the 1st I'ves set ever made. Is that correct? Looks 
much like my early Marklin set 

Comments by Bryceb Bowling: Not exactly. Ives has been making 
trains, such as floor trains and wind up floor trains since the late 
1800’s. But this set is among the first clockwork set that ran on 
track from Ives. 

Comments by Bob Obara: All other pictures of this loco I have 
seen have have a different paint scheme on the light box. Usually 
found in silver with a red border.  

As seen and reprinted from the Facebook group “The Ives Train Society Virtual Show & Tell “  on 3/2/2023 

Comments by Dave McEntarfer: Above are pictures from a set that we could verify was sold in 1901. This is a No. 11 engine and tender. 

Note the engine has a "T" shaped tender hook only found on the very earliest. The tender has springs hand painted on the trucks in 

Gold Leaf, Also only on the very earliest tenders, this gold leaf easily rubbed off with use. The last picture (above) are a couple switch 

lamps that were found on the very first switches, the few switches that have survived intact are always missing these lamps. This set 

didn't have the switches with it but these are the lamps that broke off.  

Comments by Gavin Davis:  (Right) That looks later to me. My 11 
has an earlier casting than the one Dave posted and it's lamp 
doesn't have the silver on the inside 

Comments by Dave McEntarfer: The other No. 11 that I have, 

which is the earliest version, does not have the silver paint, the 

other three cast engines I have are painted like yours.               

(Below)This is what I believe to be the very first 11/17 Ives 

made. Besides the lack of silver paint in the headlight check out 

the other differences in the casting, then look at the catalog pics 

from any of the Ives catalogs from 1901-1905.  

 Comments by Gavin Davis:  The one thing I noticed about your 
engine (on the right) that stands out the most is the lining on the 
boiler. The cast band itself is painted, instead of being painted on 
either side. That is a method of painting I've only seen on their pre-
fire locos  
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Ives Exploding “Rocket” Steam Engine  - Patented 1886 Windup Locomotive  

As seen and reprinted from the Facebook group “The Ives Train Society Virtual Show & Tell “  on 2/10/2023 

Comments by Leonard Carry Williams: 

Yes steam engines can explode ... fortunately it is a very rare occurrence.  
Ives thought it would be a great idea to bring the thrill of an exploding loco-
motive to the youth of America.  The "Rocket" windup tin Toy train was     
patented in 1886 and sold in the early 1890's.  Within the boiler is a ham-
mer  trigger from a cap gun ...which once the  engine is wound the hammer 
is cocked back-add cap, replace boiler top, swing smoke stack up and place 
cab roof on...release the engine...engine takes off spinning wheels ...may or 
may not choose to follow front wheels curvature once spring has unwound 
a bit it's expanding action fires off the hammer which tosses the boiler and 
cab roof off, smoke stack falls forward and cap goes off boom!  See YouTube 

link for exploding video action, enjoy!   
https://youtu.be/eNCf55qjY3E 
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https://youtu.be/eNCf55qjY3E?fbclid=IwAR2pQNK0VuL1asw5XzPxPNhvnKnEpJI5edlzi0mQyz1aD0xcV6v6GoO8MLI
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Donald J. Lewis, President 
35 Harwood Drive 
Danbury CT 06810 
(203) 792-5090  
(203) 417- 7783 (Cell) 
dorfan@comcast.net 

 

David McEntarfer 
Director 
Membership Chairman 
PO Box 72 
Forestville, NY 14062 
(716) 679-5782  

Martin Fasack 
Director/Tracks Editor 
PO Box 937 
Plandome, NY 11030 
(516) 680-2557 
Fax (516) 627-6632 
fasttrack@rcn.com 

 
The IVES Train Society publishes “Tracks” 3 times per year and its publication TIES once per year.  
The IVES Train Society copyrights all material. No part of this publication or format may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and 
recording, for any purpose without the express written permission of the President.  Neither the IVES 
Train Society nor the Editor is responsible for content of articles nor is the quality of items offered or 
reviewed guaranteed or warranted by the IVES Train Society.  Information published herein is with 
written approval.  WEB SITE: www.ivestrains.org - Also visit the IVES train society on Facebook  
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